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MARTIN FOLEY MP.>

State Member for Albert Park






Thursday, 15 October 2009
TREE OF LIFE WILL BRING CREATIVITY AND PRIDE OF PLACE TO LOCAL COMMUNITY HOUSING TENANTS
State Labor Member for Albert Park, Martin Foley MP today pointed to the fact that community housing residents enjoyed rights to housing and inclusion in community activities such as the arts - just like the rest of the community.
Mr Foley was responding to a number of objections that have been reported recently as new community housing projects are announced across Melbourne. He said “I urge all members of our community to support the right to safe, secure and affordable housing for all”. 
Mr Foley made his comments at the launch of a joint Gasworks Arts Park and SouthPort Community Arts Project. He joined local ceramic artist Ursula Dutkiewicz and residents of 306 Dorcas Street, South Melbourne to kick off the first stage of “The Tree of Life” project.

“The Tree of Life project is an exercise in exploring individual creativity, fostering a sense of community and co-operation between residents; and building pride in the place that people call home” Mr Foley said “I am very excited to have the opportunity to bring together Southport, Gasworks and local residents under a project funded by the State Government in the lead up to Housing Week 2009”.
Housing Week 2009 will run from November 30 to December 4.

“We secured funding from the Office of Housing, VicHealth and the City of Port Phillip for this project” Mr Foley said “to reach out to residents from a range of houses run by Southport Community housing to create, together with their neighbours, a ceramic arts project”

“The funding includes documentation of the project – that will produce a documentary movie and a photographic exhibition for this year’s Housing Week – that will show the process as an example to other communities of what is possible.

“An important aspect of the project is showing that social housing is about people: people who have lived in this community for most of their lives; people who struggle with spiralling housing costs of living in our community and need the community’s help to stay here; people like you or I who have hopes and dreams, have pride in their home and a need to express themselves creatively.

“I hope that through projects like this, we can work together to nurture a better understanding of what it means to be a part of a community”.
The Tree of Life

A community arts project for Housing Week 2009

Gasworks Arts Park and the South Port Community Housing Group (SPCHG), facilitated by Martin Foley, the State Member for Albert Park, are proud to be supporting Gasworks Resident Ceramic Artist Ursula Dutkiewicz to run ceramic tile art projects at three of the SPCHG’s rooming houses as part of Housing Week 2009. 

Anyone in the community with an interest in community housing or community arts is invited to participate by creating their own ceramic piece for the murals. The pieces will be fired and assembled by Ursula, and then fixed to a wall in one of the three properties. There will be three sessions at each venue, the first will be a design session, followed by two workshops on the tile creation which include a community barbeque. It’s the perfect way to get creative, meet your neighbours and contribute to a long-lasting community project. 

For more information, contact Jacqui or Janet at the South Port Community Housing Group on 9696 1128. 

Session times:

25 Church St, South Melbourne

Design: Wed 14 Oct, 10am to 1pm

Workshops & BBQ: Mon 19 and Tue 20 Oct, 10am to 3.30pm

306 Dorcas St, South Melbourne

Design: Thu 15 Oct, 10am to 1pm

Workshops & BBQ: Mon 26 and Tue 27 Oct, 10am to 3.30pm

5-8 Layfield St, South Melbourne

Design: Fri 16 Oct, 10am to 1pm

Workshops & BBQ: Thu 29 and Fri 30 Oct, 10am to 3.30pm
Media Contact: Simon Kosmer 0400-83-1755
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